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A
sk

 you
rself th

ese q
u

estion
s.  If you

 an
sw

er 
yes to m

ost of th
ese, you

’re read
y to b

egin
 

th
is jou

rn
ey!

□
D

o you have an old W
indow

s P
C

 that 
you stopped using because it w

as too 
slow

?
□

A
re you sick of buying a new

 com
puter 

every 3 or 4 years? “planned 
obsolesce”

□
A

re you tired of paying for softw
are to 

do som
ething that should “just w

ork”?
□

A
re you tired of viruses and m

alw
are?

□
A

re you tired of updates breaking your com
puter?

□
A

re you adventurous? A
 broken thing is a thing to be fixed!

T
h

in
gs to k

n
ow

 b
efore you

 b
egin

:

●
Y

ou’ll be destroyin
g the contents of that com

puter’s hard drive. 
N

othing w
ill survive the installation. M

ake backups of any files 
im

portant to you.
●

Y
ou’ll be w

orkin
g directly w

ith the operating system
, frequently 

typing com
m

ands into a term
inal or com

m
and line.

●
Y

ou’ll need to seek h
elp from

 th
e In

tern
et or from

 other L
inux 

users. Y
our com

puter geek child, niece / nephew
 or neighbor m

ay 
not be able to help (unless they too are L

inux folks)!
●

Y
ou’ll need to learn

 n
ew

 program
s, n

ew
 in

terfaces, an
d n

ew
 w

ays 
of doin

g th
in

gs!
●

M
ost popular softw

are do n
ot h

ave L
inux versions. B

ut there are 
equivalents. (M

ore on this later!) 
●

If you are a gam
er: S

team
 has a L

inux client and tools to help you 
play your gam

es on L
inux (P

roton) but a lot of new
, hot A

A
A

 
gam

es w
ill n

ot ru
n

 sm
ooth

ly under L
inux.

S
t
ill in

t
e
r
e
s
t
e
d
? R

e
a
d
 o

n
!

4. F
ind the B

oot O
rder m

enu. T
his varies from

 m
anufacturer to 

m
anufacturer.  R

ead carefully. 

5. M
ove the U

S
B

 to the top save and exit the B
IO

S
. A

gain, this varies 
based on m

anufacturer. ‘R
eading carefully’ is your friend.

5 ½
. If the U

S
B

 doesn’t appear in the list, shut the com
puter off and 

try insert that U
S

B
 drive in a different U

S
B

 port. S
om

e com
puters 

w
ill not boot from

 som
e ports! A

lso, older com
puters like sm

aller 
U

S
B

 drives. T
ry an 8G

B
 if it didn’t w

ork on a 32 G
B

 drive. 

6. W
ait patiently for L

inux to boot. It w
ill not run as fast an installed 

O
S

.  If it asks you any questions, chose anything that w
ill let you 

play w
ith the m

achine w
ith

ou
t in

stallin
g at first!

O
nce it starts: P

lay! C
onnect it to your W

IF
I or netw

ork. T
ry surfing the 

w
eb. T

ry w
riting som

ething in L
ibreO

ffice.  V
isit Y

ouT
ube and play a 

video!  T
his is w

here your journey begins! C
lick on every program

 to see 
w

hat it does. L
ook in the settings m

enu and play w
ith settings!

T
hen, if you’re ready to start your journey, use the installer and m

ake your 
m

achine a L
inux m

achine! Y
ou’ll only regret it for a m

inute or tw
o!

xkcd.com
/456/

T
his flyer (in P

D
F

) and additional resources are available here: 
w

indrant.com
/is-linux-for-you

B
r
e
a
k
 t

h
in

g
s
 a

n
d
 h

a
v
e
 f

u
n
!



P
op

u
lar P

rop
riety A

p
p

lication
s an

d
 th

eir L
in

u
x E

q
u

ivalen
ts

T
hese L

inux applications do the sam
e things as their propriety 

counterparts but have different interfaces. T
hey are not clones!

►
M

icrosoft O
ffice (W

ord, E
xcel, P

ow
erP

oint) 
 L

ibreO
ffice 

(W
riter, C

alc, Im
press)

►
A

dobe P
hotoshop 

 G
IM

P (G
raphics / Im

age M
anipulation 

P
rogram

)
►

M
icrosoft O

utlook 
 T

hunderbird and m
any, m

any m
ore em

ail 
program

s.
►

A
dobe A

crobat R
eader 

 T
here are hundreds of replacem

ents. 
E

very distribution ships w
ith one! In G

N
O

M
E

 it’s called 
“D

ocum
ent V

iew
er” and in K

D
E

 P
lasm

a it’s called “O
kular”.

G
oogle C

hrom
e, F

irefox, M
icrosoft E

dge, Z
oom

, S
lack, and D

iscord are 
all available on W

indow
s, M

ac O
S

 and alm
ost every L

inux distribution! 
Just check your package m

anager!

S
tep

s to try ou
t L

in
u

x (an
d

 m
ayb

e in
stall it)

1. S
hut your com

puter off.
2. P

lug in a L
inux L

ive bootable U
S

B
 drive.

3. T
urn on your com

puter and access the B
IO

S
 of your com

puter.

M
ost com

puters have a key you can press w
hen the com

puter starts to 
enter into the B

IO
S

 m
enus. T

his depends on your com
puters’ 

hardw
are.  W

atching carefully as you turn on the com
puter w

ill reveal 
the correct key press for your system

. 

H
ere’s the m

ore com
m

on ones:
–

A
S

U
S

: F
2 for all P

C
s, F

2 or D
E

L
 for M

otherboards
–

A
cer: F

2 or D
E

L
–

D
ell: F

2 or F
12

–
H

P
: F

10
–

L
enovo (C

onsum
er L

aptops): F
2 or F

n +
 F

2
–

L
enovo (D

esktops): F
1

–
L

enovo (T
hinkP

ads): E
nter then F

1.
–

S
am

sung: F
2

–
Toshiba: F

2

S
om

e vocab
u

lary for L
in

u
x:

O
p

en
 S

ou
rce is softw

are that is m
ade freely available for possible 

m
odification by proving the source code of the softw

are.  Y
ou can m

odify 
any program

 you use if you choose to!

O
p

eratin
g S

ystem
s (O

S
) are m

ade of tw
o parts: the kernel (L

inux) and 
the core utilities (G

N
U

). T
he kernel is program

 that talks directly w
ith the 

hardw
are in your com

puter. T
he core utilities are additional program

s that 
m

anage other functionality. F
or the m

ost part you don’t interact w
ith these 

program
s directly. B

oth W
indow

s and M
ac O

S
 have kernels and core 

utilities but generally don’t encourage their direct use.

D
esk

top
 E

n
viron

m
en

t (D
E

) is the graphical user interface (G
U

I) that you 
use a m

ouse, touch screen or keyboard to interact w
ith. D

E
s provide 

w
indow

s, folders, m
enus that let you interact w

ith the O
S

. W
indow

s (“S
un 

V
alley”) and M

ac O
S

 (“A
qua”) have a single D

E
 available for each. L

inux 
has m

any D
E

s available.  Y
ou’ll see G

N
O

M
E

 and K
D

E
 P

lasm
a m

ost 
frequently.

D
istrib

u
tion

 “distro” is a com
bination of a specific O

perating S
ystem

, 
D

esktop E
nvironm

ent, and default program
s provided together as a set.  In 

the L
inux w

orld, there are m
any distributions! U

buntu, F
edora, L

inux 
M

int, and D
ebian are exam

ples. D
istributions are often designed for a 

specific purpose: audio or video production, retro-video gam
ing, 

extrem
ely old hardw

are, etc.

R
ep

ositories “repo” are catalogs of softw
are that are know

n to w
ork w

ell 
w

ith the distribution you’ve chosen.  T
here are also tw

o universal 
repositories: S

nap and F
latpak. Y

ou can use both sim
ultaneously but m

ost 
folks don’t to avoid problem

s.

P
ack

age M
an

ager (S
oftw

are S
tore) is an easy w

ay to install (and update) 
softw

are from
 repositories.  T

he nam
e of this changes from

 distribution to 
distribution but there w

ill alw
ays be one included.

B
IO

S
 stands for “B

asic Input/O
utput S

ystem
”. B

IO
S

 is a very basic 
operating system

 that initializes the hardw
are during start up. It usually 

provides hardw
are specific settings for m

em
ory, device boot order and 

attached storage.  B
IO

S
 is being replaced by U

nified E
xtensible F

irm
w

are 
Interface (U

E
F

I) in new
er com

puters. S
till does the sam

e things!


